Press release
Meeting of the EBA with the Ukrainian Prime minister Mykola Azarov.
On 15th of July European Business Association invited its members to take part in the meeting with the Ukrainian Prime minister Mykola Azarov, business community and diplomatic circles. During the meeting the Prime minister specified the number of the government’s obligations on the improvement of Ukrainian investment attractiveness and progression and the action plan according to the key problems of the Ukrainian economy. 
The meeting consisted of nearly 400 persons from diplomatic and business circles, members of European Business Association and American Chamber of Commerce. The representatives of the cabinet of ministers and appropriate state committees were also present at the meeting. Heads of international and Ukrainian companies were inducted in the achievements and problems of the first few months of the new government’s work. The priority for the government in the sector of the state regulation will remain with the questions of health and security of citizens of Ukraine. The Prime minister underlined that all the other areas which are outside the scope of these two questions are going to be subjects of a consequent deregulation. 
While outlining the action programme, Mykola Azarov confirmed the government’s intentions to review the new tax code in the second reading. He also emphasized that the version which has been considered by the parliamentary committee on tax policy will be published in the nearest few days. “And approximately for a month we are waiting for proposals to this version from business. After that we will meet again and will try to find the balance between the necessity of creating stimulus to for business activity and investment and the necessity to collect taxes”
Concerning future of the tax agenda Mr. Azarov affirmed that in future VAT is going to be covered automatically. The verified part of the VAT had already been registered in the form of a consolidated register. And starting from the 1st August it is planned to issue the state VAT bonds to pay back the debt. The bonds are supposed to be fully monetarised and tradeable. “Our goal is to transfer to automatic VAT refund from the 1st of January of the coming year.’
Mr. Prime Minister underlined that he is full of determination to cut off the Gordian knot of judicial inaction and corruption that is connected to passing court decisions. Prime Minister also proved this view by statistical data by emphasizing that over this period 60 judges, who have been caught on the bias in the trial, have been dismissed. So the reform of the Judiciary and the process of overcoming of the high levels of corruption, which is currently troubling business environment is going to be under control during the gradual process of economic transformations. And one of the steps to the latter is an enactment of the law “On Public Procurement”.

The Prime Minister has also assured that Ukrainian government will be fulfilling absolutely all obligations which it accepts and signs. “If we have reached certain agreements with business we will be carefully observing them. Ownership rights are going to be sacred in Ukraine,” – said Mykola Azarov. In the government’s action plan the State Committee for Entrepreneurship is responsible for the question of settlement of the land market in order to establish a transparent mechanism for allocation of the property right to use the land.

The representatives of the European Business Association were assured that the vigorous work start of the civil servants and their readiness to negotiate and engage the experience of the business circles will continue remaining the main principle. The Association has noted that since the beginning of the work of a new government there is an ongoing dialogue with leaders of ministries and departments that have been working jointly to develop necessary amendments to improve the business climate. “It is very pleasing to see that the new government's programme of actions is in line with the position paper filed by the EBA to the new government during their first days in office. This gives hope that the commitment of European and Ukrainian business community to the development of Ukrainian economy and improving the investment climate of the country will be greeted with understanding. We hope this dialogue will continue to gather momentum"- said the executive director of the European Business Association Anna Derevyanko.
